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January Birthdays 

As I look back on these last four months, I am once again reminded of what a great 
organization we have. Since September, we have had a Secret Pal program, four 
beautiful newsletters, two mini workshops, a major workshop and presentation by a 
noted calligrapher, a Saturday Special, a great lesson on Zen, book classes, study 
groups, a new Facebook page and a pot luck dinner that still makes me smile for 
many reasons. We also shared funds with guilds hit hard by storms in Louisiana and 
delivered almost $700.00 in donations to the Women and Children’s Shelter! We’re 
closing down 2016 with style.  

 

I’d especially like to take this opportunity to thank the SACG Board members and 
committee chairs who made all those accomplishments possible. Before serving as 
president, I had no idea how much work it takes to do all we do. Now I communicate almost every day with 
someone who has gone over and above to fulfill her responsibility, and not seek the slightest recognition. 
Board members and committee chairs give their time, expertise and often chip in their own funds to get 
the job done. They are a committed, ethical, creative and hard-working group, and I cannot adequately ex-
press my appreciation for their support.  

  

I look forward to 2017 with confidence and pride in SACG’s ability to continue our mission:  “to provide cal-
ligraphers with educational and vocational information and to stimulate public interest in and appreciation 
for the art of calligraphy...[and to] engage in charitable, literary, social and other activities.” And that 
doesn’t even count the fun we’re going to have doing it!  

 

Happy New Year! 

 
Suzan OConnor  

 

 
 

Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Callig-
raphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, September 
through June. All articles and art work must be submitted to 
Sarah Axsom at news@sanantoniocalligraphy.com, with 
SACG in the subject line. The deadline is the first Friday of the 
month prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly 
General Meeting.                                       ©2017. All rights reserved. 



January 5 6:30 PM—Early Bird: The Evolution of Letters (Hands-on)  
     Presented by Leslie Winakur 
Followed by: 
7:00 PM—9:00 PM—General Meeting and Program: The Evolution of Letters  
     Presented by Leslie Winakur 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 

January 19 7:00 PM—9:00 PM—Mini Workshop: 
     Valentine’s Day Cards for the Women’s Shelter 
     Presented by the Reggie Students’ Study Group 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 

7:00 PM—Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur January 26 
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Annual Exhibit ongoing through February 14th 

January 15 1:00 PM—4:00 PM—Opening Reception for the Annual Exhibit 
     Briscoe Western Art Museum in the Clingman Education Gallery 
     210 Market Street, San Antonio, 78205 
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February 2017 

February 2 6:30 PM—Early Bird: Display   
     Presented by Olivia Primanis 
Followed by: 
7:00 PM—9:00 PM—General Meeting and Program: Harry Ransom Center  
     Presented by Olivia Primanis 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 

February 16 7:00 PM—9:00 PM—Mini Workshop: Round Robin of Handmade Tools 
     Presented by Laura Herold, Becky Hughes, Beth Morton and Suzan Oconnor 
     Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 

7:00 PM—Board Meeting at the home of Leslie Winakur February 23 

February 25—26 9:00 AM—5:00 PM each day—Major Workshop: Woven Lettering 
     Presented by Marina Soria  
     Discovery School, 222 Salem Drive 
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Bulletin Board 
 
January Early Bird, General Meeting and Program:  You won’t want to miss it! Leslie Winakur will be pre-
senting The Evolution of Letters with a hands-on Early Bird at 6:30 PM followed by the General Meeting and 
program at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place. More information on 
page 6. 
 

January Mini Workshop: The Reggie Students’ Study Group will lead us in making Valentine’s Day cards for 
the Women’s Shelter from 7:00 PM—9:00 PM on Thursday, January 19th in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal 
Church, 510 Belknap Place. The cost is $5.00 for members and $6.00 for non-members. Sign up with Rose-
mary Rodriguez.  
 

Annual Exhibit: The San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild Annual Exhibit will be held at the Briscoe Western Art 
Museum, 210 Market Street. The exhibit will open with a reception on Sunday, January 15, 2017, from 1:00 
PM to 4:00 PM and will continue through Wednesday, February 14, 2017. More information below. 
 

Paul Freeman Awards: Four awards are presented each year to members voted by the membership as 
dedicated members who have contributed the most effort to benefit the Guild during the past year. Nomina-
tions are now due for the 2017 awards and are due no later than the General Meeting on February 2nd. More 
information is provided on the 2017 Paul Freeman Award Nominations form on page 14. 
 

February Early Bird, General Meeting and Program:  Olivia Primanis will be sharing with us about the Harry 
Ransom Center with a display during the Early Bird starting at 6:30 PM followed by the General Meeting and 
program at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place.  
 

February Mini Workshop: Laura Herold, Becky Hughes, Beth Morton and Suzan Oconnor will be presenting a 
Round Robin of Handmade Tools from 7:00 PM—9:00 PM on Thursday, February 16th in the Parish Hall of 
Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place. The cost is $5.00 for members and $6.00 for non-members. Sign 
up with Rosemary Rodriguez. More information on page 8. 
 

Major Workshop: Marina Soria will be presenting Weaving Letters on Saturday, February 25th and Sunday, 
February 26th from 9:00 AM—5:00 PM each day. This class is currently full but you can let Leslie Winakur 
know if you’re interested and she will contact you if a space opens up! More information on page 7. 

Annual Exhibit 
 
SACG’s annual exhibit will be held at the Briscoe Western Art Museum in the Clingman Education Gallery, 
210 Market Street, SATX 78205. 
 
The exhibit is in conjunction with the Museum’s Pony Express annual event so your piece must have a Pony 
Express/Western theme. All submitted pieces must be created on an envelope which can be any size not to 
exceed 10 inches in height.  

 
The exhibit installation will be Saturday, January 14, 2017; our opening reception is Sunday, January 15, 
2017, from 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM and take-down is Wednesday, February 15, 2017. 
 
Please plan to bring your piece to Carolyn Patton at the General Meeting on January 5th. If you have any 
questions, please contact Carolyn. 



 
The Evolution of Letters 
Presented by Leslie Winakur 
Thursday, January 5th  
6:30 PM—7:00 PM Early Bird: The Evolution of Letters—Hands-on 
7:00 PM—9:00 PM General Meeting and Program: The Evolution of Letters—Hands-on 
Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 
 

Come and enjoy a hands-on Early Bird opportunity to experiment with some ancient writing methods and 
materials. We will try our hands at cuneiform on clay, brush letters on papyrus, and several different tools on 
vellum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What were the first marks made by humans? What tools did they make them with? What media did they 
use? Why do we call it an alphabet? Why do we cross our t’s? Why do we dot our I’s and not our y’s? What is 
abjad? Why does it matter? (When I was a child and asked too many times in a row, my mother would say, 
“Because Y is a crooked letter.” And that would set me thinking about the letter Y and whether or not it real-
ly is crooked and why that might be!) 
 

Tonight we will take some time to ask these questions and see if we can better understand just where our 
modern letters came from and how they evolved into the ones we use today. 
 

Please bring a pencil. I’ll bring some paper. And we’ll explore the origins of our current letterforms. 

January Early Bird and Program 



Major Workshop with Marina Soria 

 
Weaving Letters  
Major Workshop presented by Marina Soria  
Saturday, February 25—Sunday, February 26 
9:00 AM—5:00 PM each day 
Discovery School, 222 Salem Drive 
 
Marina Soria is an internationally sought after artist and calligraphy instructor. She is trained in fine art, 
graphic art, and calligraphy, as well as bookbinding. Her work is in museums all over the world. You can see 
samples of her work and read more about her at http://marinasoria.com.ar. We are extremely fortunate to 
be included in her upcoming US teaching tour. Her workshop here will be on Weaving Letters. The class fee is 
$125.00 and includes your paper. This class is currently full but you can let Leslie Winakur know if you’re in-
terested and she will contact you if a space opens up! 
 
 

Lingua Franca/Unku 
Size: 76 x 50 cm 
Silkscreen, watercolour 
on Rives BFK paper.  
Inspired by an Antique “Unku”. 
Year: 2015 

Page from a book/Página de un libro 
Size: 55 x 36 cm 
Indigo ink stick on Rives BFK paper; embroidery color silk thread. 
Year: 2015 
The text belongs to the famous Argentine historian Ruth Corcuera 
from the book “Weavers of the Quichua Forests”. 

Hace Milenios/Thousand of years ago 
Size: 30 x 90 cm 
Watercolors and walnut ink on Magnani Blanca paper; embroidery threads on wooden frame. 
Year: 2010 
The text belongs to the famous Argentine historian Ruth Corcuera 
from the book “Weavers of the Quichua Forests”. 



The SACG by-laws are the guiding principles for doing Guild business. We periodically review them to make 
sure we are following the procedures they describe, and that they are clear and up to date. It is the Board’s 
responsibility to undertake the initial review, and to make any recommendations to the membership about 
any proposed updates. The membership then votes to either adopt or reject these recommendations.  
 
The SACG Board has recently completed a by-law review. After study and discussion, there are several revi-
sions that were offered for consideration. Even though the changes may seem small—there is nothing that 
would fundamentally change the way we operate—it is important that the members know what is proposed 
and determine if they agree or disagree.  
 
This posting in “Flourishes” is public notice of the recommendations. The actual vote by membership will 
take place at the January general meeting.  
 
You can view the changes on the next two pages. As always, we welcome your feedback. 

Notice of By-Law Review 

February Mini Workshop 
 
Round Robin of Handmade Tools 
Presented by Laura Herold, Becky Hughes, Beth Morton and Suzan Oconnor 
Thursday, February 16th  
7:00 PM—9:00 PM  
Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place 
Cost is $5.00 for members and $6.00 for non-members. Sign up with Rosemary Rodriguez. 
 
Make some fun tools that will create interesting and expressive calligraphic marks. We will provide the sup-
plies. Just bring your sense of adventure! 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    









 

Photos 



 

Board Members 

President Suzan O’Connor Members-at-large: Fran Boffo 
Vice-president Karen Fridlund  Bonnie Houser 
Secretary Laura Herold  Rosemary Rodriguez 
Treasurer Maggie Gillikin  Lynn Rothe 

Parliamentarian  Becky Hughes  Leslie Winakur 

 

The San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild meets the first Thursday of the month, September through June, at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Hall of Christ Episcopal Church, 510 Belknap Place.  An “Early Bird” program begins at 6:30 
PM followed by a business meeting and program. 
 

Membership in the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild is open to all who are interested in the appreciation, 
practice and influence of beautiful lettering.  The dues are $24.00 annually and cover the period from July 1st

 

through June 30th of each year.  Secondary memberships are $12.00 for each additional family member.  Visi-
tors are welcome and may attend two meetings before paying membership dues.  Please join us! 

Join Us! 

Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                    



2017 Paul Freeman Award Nominations  
 

It’s that time again! The Paul Freeman Awards, “ABCdarian” and the “New Spencerian” framed works, plus 
two other framed pieces, are presented each year to members voted by the membership as dedicated mem-
bers who have contributed the most effort to benefit the Guild during the past year. Award winners may 
hang the framed works of art in their homes for one year.  
 

Nominations are now due for the 2017 awards and are due no later than the February SACG General 
Meeting. The list of nominees will be introduced at the March SACG meeting and names will appear in the 
March and April Flourishes. Balloting will take place at the April SACG meeting and awards will be presented 
at the May SACG meeting. The nomination form is found below, and will also be available at the January and 
February General Meetings.  
 

2017 SACG Paul Freeman Award Nominee  
 

The following member has been nominated for his/her dedication and contribution during the past year to 
the benefit of the San Antonio Calligrapher’s Guild:  
 

Nominee:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Short biography and reason for nomination:  
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

NOMINATIONS SHOULD BE GIVEN, MAILED OR E-MAILED TO:  

Karen Fridlund, 1802 Prides Crossing, San Antonio, Texas 78232  

Email: KFridlund@satx.rr.com, with SACG in the subject line 

Questions should be directed to Karen Fridlund.  



NOTE: This is a basic list of supplies for most SACG workshops. Check the newsletter for additional supplies 
required for specific workshops. If you need help understanding something on the list, ask an established 
member. They’ll be glad to help! 
 

 Paper & pen/pencil for taking notes 
 Double ended pen handle, round barrel 
 Nibs: 1 pointed nib (i.e. Nikko G or Brause EF66) 
 2 broad edged nibs (i.e. Mitchell # 5 or # 6 – small and Mitchell #2 – large)  

Note: Mitchell nibs are the most flexible, Tape nibs are medium flexibility and Brause nibs have 
the least flexibility) 

 Mechanical or regular pencils: a soft (2B) and a hard (4-6H) 
 Eraser – white vinyl is good or a kneaded eraser 
 Ruler – 18” or longer – metal cork-backed is best 
 Scissors 
 Xacto knife with #10 & #11 blades & empty Tic-Tac container (or other small container) for used 

blades – this is a safety thing 
 Slant board 
 Gouaches – Ivory Black (Windsor Newton or Schmincke are good brands) other colors of your 

choice 
 Gum Arabic – Windsor Newton brand 
 Mixing pan, mixing brush, dropper & distilled water, spritz bottle with distilled water, and small 

container(s) with lid(s) to take home leftover mixed gouaches 
 Water container for cleaning brushes, etc. 
 Old toothbrush for cleaning nibs 
 Paper towels – the blue shop towels are the best 
 Masking tape, blue artists/drafting tape 
 Sharpie marker for labeling your tools – everyone in class has the same stuff! 

 

OPTIONAL ITEMS: 

 11 X 17 Calligraphy grid pad 
 Crocus cloth – 1 sheet 
 Magnifier – 8X – 12X 
 Mag-eyes / Optivisor 
 Ott-Lite, extension cord(s), power strip 
 Cushion to sit on 
 Footrest 
 Sweater or jacket – some workshop rooms get cold 
 Munchies & drink 
 Pliers – for opening tubes of gouache and/or paints 

 

SUPPLIERS: 
Herweck’s Art Supply – 300 Broadway, San Antonio 
Asel Art Supply – 8111 Callaghan Rd and 1524 N Main Ave, San Antonio 
Jerry’s ARTARAMA—7059 San Pedro Ave, San Antonio 
Paper and Ink Arts – www.paperinkarts.com 
Blick Art Materials – www.dickblick.com 
John Neal, Bookseller - www.johnnealbooks.com 
Talas - www.talasonline.com 

Standard Supply List for All SACG Workshops 



San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild  
 

2016—2017 Membership Form 
 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse’s Name: __________________________________________________________  

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: _______Zip: _______________ 

Home Phone: (______)____________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: (______)_______________________________________________________ 

Fax: (______)____________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Birthday (month /day): __________________________________________________________  

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish the information supplied on this form in the  
guild roster. 

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish pictures of me taken at SACG events on the  
SACG website and in the newsletter. 

_______ (initial) I give permission to SACG to publish representations of my work that have been 
displayed or completed at SACG events and classes. 

 

If you choose not to allow your photo or photos of your work to be published in the newsletter,       
it is your responsibility to ensure that your wishes are honored by reminding the photographer    
and newsletter editor at each meeting. 
 

I would like to help on one or more of the committees I’ve checked below: 

  Awards and Memorials   Historian   Notification 

  Directory   Hospitality   Photography 

  Door Prizes   Library   Programs 

  Early Bird Specials   Major Workshops   Publicity 

  Envelope Exchange   Membership   Saturday Specials 

  Exhibits   Mentoring   Secret Pal 

  Fundraising   Mini Workshops    

 Greeters  Newsletter   

I would like to donate to the SACG education fund ___________________________ 

I would like to donate to the SACG scholarship fund __________________________ 

 Dues are $24.00 a year 
 Make checks payable to SACG 
 

 Mail to: 
 San Antonio Calligraphers Guild 
 ATTN: Membership Chairperson 
 324 Meadowbrook 
 San Antonio, TX 78232  

Tell me more about… 
 

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________ 

 


