
May & June, 2017 



Thoughts from the President 

No calligraphy this time! Instead, I encourage everyone to 

take a tangent, and visit the special exhibit that is showing 

at San Antonio’s McNay museum. It’s called Monet to Ma-

tisse: A Century of French Moderns. The exhibit showcases 

sixty-five works of art from the Brooklyn Museum’s re-

nowned collection. The paintings, drawings, and sculptures 

were produced by the leading artists who exemplify the 

various avant-garde movements that defined modern art in 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  

Yes, Monet’s Water Lilies figures prominently, but the col-

lection also varies widely in scale, subject matter, and style. 

There is so much to be learned about color, composition, 

scale, and technique that can be applied to our own calli-

graphic creations. Treat yourself to the experience, then re-

turn to your desk, pick up your pen, and make something inspiring!  

Happy Spring, 

Suzan OConnor 

Flourishes, the monthly publication of the San Antonio Calligraphers’ Guild, is published ten times per year, September 

through June.  All articles and art work must be submitted to the guild at News@SanAntonioCalligraphy.com, with SACG in 

the subject line.  Deadline is the first Thursday of the month prior to the next month’s issue, usually at the monthly General 

Meeting. ©2017.  All rights reserved. 

 

 C O V E R   A R T I S T 

Monica Brooks 

If you love the cover, sign up for the May mini work-

shop! 



May and June Calendars 

With the exception of the Major Workshop, all activities take place in the parish hall at Christ Episcopal 

Church. 

May 4: 6:30 Early Bird. 7:00 PM General Meeting, Program by Risa Gettler 

May 6-7: Major Workshop: Visigothic Versals with Risa Gettler. Sign up with Leslie Winakur. 

May 18: 7 PM Adolf Bernd Mini Workshop with Leslie Winakur. Sign up with Rosemary Rodriguez. 

June 1: Potluck. Dinner at 7 PM. Sign up with Rozie Gonzales. 

June 15: Papel Picado (Punched Paper) Mini Workshop with Monica Brooks. Sign up with Rosemary Rodri-

guez.  

June 17: Saturday Special. More information further along in this newsletter. Sign up with Denise Cavanaugh. 

Miscellany  

Newsletter: We’ve decided to combine the May and June Newsletters, so this is the last newsletter of this 

year. Everything that you need for May and June is right here. If we’ve missed something, we’ll make sure an 

email notice is sent out. 

Potluck: The June Potluck is a popular meeting where we get to hang out and chat with friends. Don’t miss it. 

Bring a dish to share. And don’t forget utensils! There will be a chance to sign up for a dish at the May meeting. 

If you miss the meeting, send an email to Rozie Gonzales. 

Secret Pal: Those of you who signed up with receive the name of your pal at the May Meeting! Those of you 

who didn’t sign up can still help conspire and share ideas. The reveal and a display of the items will kick off our 

year in September.  

August Exchange: The Calligraphy Exchange is scheduled for August 3, 6:30-9:30 in the Parish Hall. More Infor-

mation will be shared over the summer. This is an opportunity to buy, sell, or trade items.  

Membership Renewals: It’s time to renew your membership! See Fran Boffo to renew. You can print the membership 

form off the website as well.  



 

From the Nominating Committee 

The Nominating Committee made up of Monica Brooks, Becky Hughes and Carolyn Patton met in 
February and bring forth the following members to serve as the Executive Committee.  The election 
will be at the May meeting.  At that time nominations shall also be accepted from the floor with pri-
or permission of the nominee. 

 
Officers: 

President:     Suzan O'Connor 

VP:                Karen Fridlund 

Sec.              Laura Herold 

Treasurer:     Carolyn Patton 

Members-at-Large: 

Lynn Rothe 

Bonnie Houser 

Rosemary Rodriguez 

Leslie Winakur 

Thank you to Joanie for another lovely mini 

workshop! She always does an amazing job! 

We’re lucky to have her as a member. 



Mini Workshop 

May 18, 2017, 7-9, usual meeting room 

Adolf Bernd Style Letters 

Leslie Winakur 

Adolf Bernd’s letters were discovered by Peter 

Thornton some time ago, and he was so taken with 

them that he felt a need to share them with the calli-

graphic art community. And we’re so glad he did! 

We’re also very thankful that Peter graciously shares 

everything he teaches and, in the true spirit of a 

teacher, encourages us to share his lessons with any-

one who is interested. 

So with gratitude to Peter, I will share my take on 

the Adolf Bernd style of decorated letters. These are 

drawn letters, which are then turned into lovely art 

by means of adding subtle color and decoration. 

They are truly modern decorated letters, though 

they incorporate some design elements of the medi-

eval decorated letters we love. 

In this short class, we will look at how Berndt designed his letters and then create our own. 

Supply list: 

• Pencil 

• Eraser 

• Good paper, such as Arches text wove, Schiller, Biblio, Niddeggan, Arches 140# hot press 

or cold press watercolor paper 

• Watercolors - I have some to share if you don’t have any - a palette limited to just 3 or 4       

colors that relate to each other, plus one or two accent colors, is best 

• watercolor brush - round, #0,1,2,4 - a good brush that comes to a good point when wet—

Winsor Newton Series II 101, the one with the red handle, is a very good brush for this and 

is often on sale at Herwecks and Asel’s 

• Water container 

• Paper towels 



Papel Picado Workshop 

Presenter: Monica Brooks 
Thursday, June 15, 2017 

7:00-9:00 pm 

If you’ve ever admired the festive banners from Mexico that decorate our city during Fiesta, you’ll love this 
workshop! Although traditional Papel Picado (punched paper) uses chisels and hammers to cut out shapes 
from a stack of tissue paper, we will be using an X-acto knife and scissors.  We’ll get basically the same results 
without all the noise! 

In this workshop you will go over a brief history of paper cutting art from other cultures, learn basic terms and 
techniques, and then design and create your own unique papel picado banner.  Other decorative ideas will be 
explored including the use of plastic instead of paper.  You’ll leave with great ideas to decorate for your next 
party! 

Supplies: 

• Pencil 

• Eraser 

• X-acto knife and package of new blades (#11 blade) 

• Cutting mat 

• Scissors (large and small detail) 

• Ruler 

• Glue stick 

• A light box will be useful for a small part of the design.  Several people can share one. I will bring sev-
eral for people to borrow.    

• $2 to cover cost of extra large tissue paper that I will order. 

May General Meeting: Between Verse & Vision 

Presented by Risa Gettler 

You won’t want to miss the May General Meeting. The program will be presented by visiting 
calligrapher Risa Gettler, who is also teaching the Major Workshop, Visigothic Versals.  

Risa’s program is called Between Verse & Vision, and she’ll be showing us a codex of her own 
creation.  The codex as a commission to hand-letter and illustrate a book of original poems. It 
was a 3-year journey into the heart of each poem, searching for and then visually articulating 
the core messages. She’ll discuss her emotional and academic process, research, approach and 

the materials she used. And, of course, questions are 
always welcome! 

Lastly, the poetry book was featured in Bound & 
Lettered, Volume 12, Number 2, Page 14 - 21. She is 
happy to sign anyone's copy of the magazine of 
Speedball book at the Program. There are lots of ex-
amples of Visigothic Versals throughout the book. 

As an artist, calligrapher, and author, Risa combines 
her education and career in graphic design with her 
lifelong study of Letter Arts. Her art can be seen in the 
Smithsonian Institution, national and international art 
publications, and on CD jackets and wine labels.  



 

Visigothic Versals:  

With Risa Gettler 

May 6-7, 2017 

We are pleased to have Risa Gettler joining our guild for both a general meeting and a Major Workshop.  

Risa will lead us on a discovery of her Visigothic Versals, a fun and exciting letterform for beginners and advanced stu-

dents alike.  There’s still time to sign up! Call or email Leslie Winakur to save a place! The cost is $110 for members, 

which includes the cost of the workshop and a $10 supply fee.  

Risa says: Visigothic Versals are an exclusive, distinct and independent lettering tradition unique to 7th - 11th century 

Spain. This is the magnificent artistic period under the rule and influence of Islam, when the Ottoman Empire of the East 

met the Holy Roman Empire of the West! The results were one of  Spain's greatest treasure and the most im-

portant religious writing of the Middle Ages, The Beatus Manuscripts. These manuscripts are in the Mozarabic art style, 

which unites early Arabic roots with the traditions of Christian manuscripts.  

Supply List 

• Nibs: Flexible (Such as Brause #1 or Mitchell #3.5, Brause # 1.5 or Mitchell #3 , Speedball C-4) even a 
pointed nib such as EF66. 

• Paper of your choice, not a lot of texture, such as Arches Text Wove on Nideggen 

• Water colors or gouache or color pencils & small brushes 

• Pencil, mechanical (hard) 

• Pencil, soft 

• Quotation of 15 to 45 words you love 

• Eraser 

• Gouache-Black 

• Grid paper - 1/4”  

• Highlighter 

• ‘Loading’ brush for gouache 

• Micron pen: #01 & #05  

• Ruler  

• Tracing Paper 

• T-square 

• Water + container  



Thank you, Lynn, for putting together a retrospective of your 

work! This is a huge amount of work and we’re lucky to have 

seen examples of your work from so many years past. You 

have an amazing talent and we’re lucky that you’re willing to 

share your talents and expertise! 

 

 



 
Saturday Special:  GOTCHA COVERED 
10 AM—4 PM, Saturday June 17, 2017 
Parish Hall, Christ Episcopal Church 

 
With:  Beth Morton, Sarah Axsom, and Natalie Garza 
 

Description:  Traditional book cloth is beautiful, but it can be 
hard to obtain and is only available in limited colors and styles. 
There might be times when you want to make a custom book cloth to match the theme of your book. This 
same process can be used for backing paper. Backed paper allows you to use more delicate papers for book 
covers and end sheets. We’ll also make a small portfolio book with your newly backed fabric. 
 
WHERE:  Christ Episcopal Church  
                510 Belknap Place 
                San Antonio 78212 
 
COST:  $20  for members. $25 for non-members, plus $5 supply fee 
 
Please sign-up and pay Denise Cavanaugh. 

 

STUDENT SUPPLY LIST  

• High-quality, tight-weave cotton fabric. This is very important! Don’t buy cheap Hobby Lobby fabric for 
$1.99/yard. You’ll put a lot of work into this, so make sure it’s going to come out looking great! 

• Paper and pencil for taking notes. 

• Decorative paper to match your fabric. This is a very small piece, no need for it to be larger than 10 x 10”. 

• You can also bring a complimentary paper for the pocket that will go in your book. This paper should be 
about the same weight at Arches text wove. Feel free to paint it beforehand, but it must be dry when you 
bring it to class. This piece should be 8 x 12”, with the grain running the 12” side. If you don’t know what 
that means, just bring a piece 12 x 12” and we’ll make it work.  

• Your kirigami book, if you made one. This portfolio book is designed to fit the Kirigami book. If you don’t 
have one, I’ll have portfolios for you to take home and fill later. 

• Newsprint for glue sheets (not newspaper!) 

• 4mm jig, if you have one. If you don’t know what this is, don’t worry 
about it. 

• Cutting mat and scissors 

• Scalpel or x-acto with a sharp blade. 

• Metal ruler, 12” or 18” 

• Bring a lunch and drink. There are also several fast food restaurants 

close by.   

Call or email Beth if you have questions about the supplies. 


